
RtI Glossary 
Core (Reading) Program: 
The primary instructional tool that teachers use to teach students to read or become proficient in 
math and to ensure that students reach levels that meet or exceed grade level standards. It should 
address the instructional needs of the majority of students in the school or district. Reviews of 
research are available at http://reading.uoregon.edulcurriculaiindex.php.Itis the initial tool to 
guide high quality instruction in the classroom. (FCRR, 2004) 

Differentiated Instruction: 
Proactively planning and providing alterations to curriculum, instruction and assessment that 
recognize students' varying background knowledge, readiness, language, preferences in learning, 
and interests. Differentiated instruction is a process to approach teaching and learning for 
students of differing abilities in the same class. The intent of differentiating instruction is to 
maximize each student's growth and individual success by meeting each student where he or she 
is, and assisting in the learning process. 
(http://www.cast.org/publications/ncac/ncac diffmstruc.html) 

DiscrepantlDiscrepancy: the 
comparison of an individual's performance at a point of time to the performance of peers or other 
established standards at that same point in time. Given equal or enhanced opportunities, the 
student's current level of perfonnance is significantly different than typical peers or identified 
standards. 

Effective Instruction: 
Research-based effective teaching principles include: active engagement of students, high success 
rates, increased content coverage, direct instruction by a teacher, carefully scaffolded instruction, 

. instruction that addresses the critical forms of knowledge, instruction assisting in the organizing, 
storing, and retrieving of information, strategic instruction, explicit instruction, instruction that 
teaches sameness across subjects. 

Eligibility: 
Eligibility means that an individual, who by nature of his/her disability and need, requires special 
education and related services in order to receive an appropriate education. 

Intervention: 
Direct instruction in the area of concern. Interventions are designed to meet the identified needs 
of an individual and are monitored on a regular and frequent basis. 

Problem-solving Process: 
A procedure in which participants use a sequence of actions to address a problem, including: 

• Discuss the concern. 
• Conduct further assessments (if needed). 
• Identify the problem. 



• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Set a measurable goal. 
Identify a research-based strategy that matches the data. 
Plan for support in establishing intervention in classroom. 
Monitor progress. 
Evaluate success of the strategy. 

Rate of Progress: 
Rate of progress is objective evidence of performance across time. The rate of skills acquisition 
and/or slope of improvement are the rate of progress (Iowa, 2006). 

Response to Intervention: " 
The practice of (1) providing high-quality instruction and interventions matched to student needs 
and, (2) using learning rate over time and level of performance to (3) make important educational 
decisions. These three components ofRtI are essential. (Batsche et al., 2005, p.5)" 

Scientifically-based Research: 
See page 3. 

Standard Protocol: 
Intensive, short-term (10-15 weeks) instructional interventions that follow a specified script and 
have research to support its effectiveness. They are typically conducted with a small group of 
targeted students using materials that supplement the general education curriculum (Fuchs, 2003). 
Standard Protocol Interventions: are research-based, have a high probability of producing change, 
are used in a standard manner across students, and can be orchestrated by a team. 

Tier 1: Benchmark/School wide: 
Students who are making expected progress in the general education curriculum and who 
demonstrate social competence. All students receive Tier 1 instruction. 

Tier 2: Strategicffargeted Interventions: 
Academic and behavioral strategies, methodologies and practices designed for students not 
making expected progress in the general education curriculum and/or have mild to moderate 
difficulties demonstrating social competence. These students are at risk for academic failure. 

Tier 3: Intensive Interventions: 
Academic and behavioral strategies, methodologies and practices designed for students 
significantly lagging behind established grade-level benchmarks in the general education curriculum 
or who demonstrate significant difficulties with behavioral and social competence. 

Universal Screening: 
Brief (1-5 minutes per student) assessment of all students in the district to identify which 
students are not proficient relative to specified benchmarks (standard that corresponds with 
successful outcomes in the future), indicating that they are at risk for potential difficulties in 
language arts, mathematics, behavior, or other domains. 


