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COWONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

September 30, 2008 

SUBJECT: Paraprofess ional  Requirements Under Revised Chapter 1 4  

TO: School D i s t r i c t  Super in tendents 
Char ter  School C h ~ e f  Execut ive O f f i c e r s  
Approved P r i v a t e  School P res iden ts  
In te rmed ia te  U n i t  Execut ive D i r e c t o r s  
In te rmed ia te  U n i t  Specia l  Educat ion D ~ r e c t o r s  
Col lege and U n i v e r s i t y  P res iden ts  

FROM: John I .  Tomnasini 
D i r e c t o r  
Bureau o f  Special Education 

E f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1, 2008, t h e  Pennsylvania S t a t e  Board o f  Educat ion 
i ssued  t h e  rev i sed  Chapter 14: Specia l  Educat ion Serv ices and 
Programs. Chapter 1 4  contains new requi rements fo r  pa rap ro fess iona ls  
who suppor t  s tuden ts  rece i v ing  spec ia l  educa t ion  se rv i ces .  T h i s  
Penn*Link w i l l  address the  requirements as w e l l  as i d e n t i f y  guidance 
and suppor t  t o  a s s i s t  l o c a l  educat ion agencies (LEAs) and 
po rap ro fess~ona ls  I n  meeting these requi rements.  

CHAPTER 14 REQUIREMENTS FOR QUALIFIED STATUS 

Chapter 14 requ i res  t h a t  a l l  spec ia l  educa t ion  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  
paraprofess ionals  must meet ONE of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1, 2010: 

(i) Have completed a t  l e a s t  two yea rs  o f  postsecondary s tudy ,  
(ii) Possess on associates degree o r  h ighe r ,  OR 
(iil) Meet a r i go rous  standard of q u a l i t y  as documented th rough  a 

s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  assessment. 

CHAPTER 14 REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTINUING STAFF DEVELOPMEN? 

E f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1, 2008: 

- A l l  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  paraprofess ionals  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  ev idence o f  
20 hours of s t a f f  development r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  assignment. 

- A l l  personal  care ass i s tan ts  p r o v i d i n g  one-to-one suppor t  and 
ass is tance t o  a student s h a l l  a l s o  p r o v i d e  evidence o f  20 hours 
o f  s t o f f  development a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  assignment each 
school year. 

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP LEAS MEET CHAPTER 14 REQUIREMENTS 

I n  order  t o  a s s i s t  LEAs i n  meet ing bo th  t h e  q u a l i f i e d  s t a t u s  and t h e  
s t a f f  development requirements, t h e  Pennsylvonio Department o f  
Educat ion (Department) i s  p r o v i d i n g  t r a ~ n i n g  fo r  pa rap ro fess iono ls  a t  
no charge. The s t a f f  development con be used t o  meet t h e  requi rement  
f o r  20 hours o f  t r a i n i n g  and a l s o  t o  address t h e  r i go rous  standard of 
q u a l i t y .  This  t r a i n ~ n g  i s  l i n k e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Creden t ia l  o f  
Competency fo r  Specia l  Education Paraeducators i n  Pennsylvania.  The 
C r e d e n t l a l  i s  a v a ~ l a b l e  from the  Depar tment 's  Bureau o f  Spec ia l  
Educat ion.  I t  i s  based on Zen performance-based standards t h a t  were 
I d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  Counci l  f o r  Except ional  C h i l d r e n  (CEC) i n  "Wnat Every 
Spec ia l  Educotor Must Know", 4 t h  e d i t i o n ,  2000. They i n c l u d e  s k i l l s  
and knowledge i n  t h e  areas o f :  

- Standard X 1  Foundations of Soec ia l  Education 



- Standard #Z 
- Standard #3 
- Standard #4 
- Stondard #5 
- Standard #6 
- Stondard #7 
- Standard #8 
- Standard #9 
- Standard #10 

Development and C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of Learners 
i n d i v i d u a l  Learn ing D i f f e r e n c e s  
Instructional S t r a t e g ~ e s  
Learn ing Environments and S o c i a l  I n t e r a c t i o n s  
Language 
I n s t r u c t i o n a l  P lann ing  
4ssessment 
P r o f e s s ~ o n a l  and E t h i c a l  P r a c t i c e  
C o l l a b o r a t ~ o n  

You can access t h e  Creden t ia l  o f  Competency Assessment C h e c k l i s t  on t h e  
PaTTAN webs i te  a t  w m  pa t ton .ne t .  I t  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  Paraeducator 
webpage under t h e  'Suppor t ing Students '  category. 

The Pennsylvania T r a i n i n g  and Technica l  Ass is tance Network (PaTTAN) i s  
o f f e r i n g  a 2008-2009 a f te rschoo l  t r a i n i n g  se r ies .  These sess lons w i l l  
address Standards 6-10 and a r e  o f fe red  a t  m u l t i p l e  s i t e s  across t h e  
Comnonwealth. The schedule i s  as fo l l ows :  

October 16, 2008 Standard #6 Language 
November 13, 2008 Standard #7 I n s t r u c t i o n a l  P lannlng 
February 11, 2009 Standard #8 Assessment 
March 10, 2009 Standcrd 19 Pro fess iona l  and E t h i c a l  P r a c t i c e  
A p r i l  28, 2009 Standard #10 C o l l a b o r a t i o n  

R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  these sessions can be completed on t h e  PaTTAN websi te .  
Standards 1 th rough  5, which were presented i n  l a s t  y e a r ' s  a f te rschoo l  
t r a i n i n g  s e r i e s ,  af ill be avazlable around mid-October as m u l ~ i m e d i a  
t r a i n i n g  v tdeo p resen ta t i ons  t h a t  a r e  synchronized w i t h  t e x t .  You w i l l  
be a b l e  t o  access them a t  a  m i n i - s i t e  on t h e  PaTTAN webs i te  and w i l l  be 
access ib le  f rom personal  computers. A Coursewhere broadcast ema i l  w i l t  
be sent  ou t  when t h e  s i t e  IS up and runntng.  

The t r a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  a l l  paraeducator t r a i n i n g s  a r e  posted on t h e  
paraeducator  page of t h e  PaTTAN w e b s ~ t e  and i n c l u d e  t h e  Powerpoint 
p resen to t i ons  and any suopor t i ng  handouts t h a t  were used i n  t h e  
a f te rschoo l  v ideoconference sess ions.  To access t h e  m a t e r i a l s ,  go t o  
t h e  PaTAN webs l te  a t  www.pattan.net. C l i c k  on t h e  "Paraeducators" 
s e c t i o n  under 'Suppor t i ng  S tuden ts ' .  The paraeducator  page can then  be 
nav iga ted  by c l i c k i n g  on t h e  bu t tons  on t h e  l e f t - h a n d  s i d e  of t h e  page. 

If you hove ques t i ons  about t h e  t r a i n i n g s ,  p lease con tac t  Becky Wood a t  
bwood@pattan.net. 

FCR QUESTIONS ABOUT THE NEW REQUIREMENTS 

The Department has issued Quest ion and Answers rega rd ing  t h e  Chapter 1 4  
Paraprofess ional  Requirements. The FAQs may be found on t h e  
paraeducator  page o f  t h e  PaTTAN f febs i te .  T h i s  i n fo rma t ion  w i l l  a s s i s t  
you w i t h  t h e  implementat ion of t h e  Chapter 14 requi rements fo r  
pa rap ro fess iona ls .  I f  you have f u r t h e r  quest ions about t h e  
requi rements,  you may emai l  quest ions t o  chap te r l@pa t tan .ne t .  
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